Seroprevalence of Coxiella burnetii antibodies among students of the Faculty of Medicine in Kosice (Slovakia).
Titers of immunoglobulin IgG against phases I and II of Coxiella burnetii were determined in 241 students of the Faculty of Medicine by ELISA method and the respective risk factors were evaluated, e.g., rural and urban life, consumption of milk, contact with animals and gender, which may be associated with exposure to C. burnetii. Phase I antibodies (Abs) were detected in 59 serum samples (24.4 %) at antibody level of 1: 100-1: 400. Phase II Abs were found in 179 persons (74.2 %). The titers were in the range of 1: 100-1: 1600. The titer > or =1: 800 of IgG was used as a cut-off level, and was detected only in 20 students (8.2 %). No significant difference in the prevalence of Abs was detected either between the students living in rural and urban environment (78.8 and 73.2 %, respectively) or between males and females (74.0 and 74.7 %, respectively). Abs were detected more frequently in raw milk consumers (68.1 %) and in students who kept some animals (73.7 %).